
Marlene H. Dortch          September 9, 2016 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re:  Ex Parte disclosure pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b) in WC Docket 16-106 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On September 7, 2016, Ariel Fox Johnson, Senior Policy Counsel, and Carlin Littles, Legal 
Intern, from Common Sense Kids Action, met with Travis Litman and Jennifer Thompson of 
Commissioner Rosenworcel’s office.  
 
In our meeting, Common Sense expressed strong support for the Commission’s proposed 
broadband privacy rules, which would provide robust protections for everyone.  Common Sense 
is particularly concerned about children and teens’ privacy.  Rules that only protect certain 
information designated as sensitive under opt-in may leave children and teens vulnerable.  All of 
children and teens’ information is sensitive and deserving of the utmost protection.  Moreover, 
even if children and teens’ information is deemed sensitive—as it should be under any 
differentiating framework— families and kids may have to give up more privacy in order to 
obtain appropriate protections if not all information is treated equally, either by allowing ISPs to 
peek further into data to determine if it is of a child or teen, or by providing additional 
disclosures about age and family make-up to ISPs.   
 
A framework without strong baseline protections for all information would leave children and 
teens vulnerable to reputational, profiling, marketing, and other harms.  To the extent that any 
rules treat certain information differently, Common Sense reiterated its position that children and 
teens’ information deserves the highest levels of protection, and that those protections should be 
available with the least amount of information disclosure to ISPs. 
 
Lastly, Common Sense emphasized the importance of protecting school and library broadband 
users.  These populations are particularly at risk to privacy harms, and any “pay for privacy” 
program is unworkable and unsuitable in the school and library context.  Schools should not be 
put in a position where affordable internet access is only available in exchange for turning over 
their students’ information for marketing.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Ariel Fox Johnson 
Senior Policy Counsel, Common Sense Kids Action 
2200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, 4E 
Washington, DC 20037 
 
Cc: Travis Litman, Jennifer Thomspon 


